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Notfolk Minerals and Waste Development Framework

You will have received documentation from County Hall about the above, read about it
in the papers , and I thought it might be helpful if I wrote to explain the position as I
understand it, because it is a complex issue.

The government has altered the way in which the process is going to happen, so that
there are three stages:

1. Issues & Options stage. This is whete we are now, and to which the documents you
have received refer. The consultation period ends on the 28" March.

2. Preferred options stage, which should be around October 2008. More consultation.

3. The submissions draft, which the County Council will work up after stages one and
two, and which will be submitted to the Secretary of State. Sometime in early 2009.

While the whole process is to some extent new, it is stage one (Issues and Options) that
is completely new, and seemingly an extra procedure.

For years and years County Council have given guidelines through the Minerals Plan
(approved by the Sectetary of State) as to where applications for extraction can take
place. In the new procedure the Council must a) develop its core strategy (the orange
book you have received) and b) allow/invite applications from landowners, companies in
the sector and other promoters for mineral and waste sites (the blue books).



Therefore the sites in the book are not suggested by the council, but by landowners.
They cannot be refused by the Council at this stage, and no pre-screening has happened.
They should be suitable and available for appraisal against the core strategy, but their
inclusion in the list is the result of the promoter’s application at this stagc, and not
because the Council considers them necessarily appropriate or necessary. All the council
can do is the initial assessment — and that is what the short extract on each site in the
blue book is. Neither does their inclusion mcan they will be brought forward or any
future applicaton successful. It is clear in one or (wo cases in the County that some
promoters have made submissions in a speculative and blanket approach, for there is a
relatively small cost at this stage.

The consultation ends on 28 March. It is crucial that your parish makes some response,
especially in rclation to the orange document, and the core strategies which are
highlighted in pink. Any comments on individual sites will carry more weight if put in
relation to these core elements, and the Council department is obviously keen to hear
especially any Jocalknowledge that you might have and which has been missed out.

The county has a need for roads and 2 government imposed requirement for houses, and
also has a statutory duty to maintain a minerals landbank and to deal with waste.
Obviously we all need quarrics and recycling centres etc, but they are always emotive
issues when they are on top of us. A balance has to be struck, and there will be plenty of
opportunity later to make your views known on individual applications.

I hope this helps, and I repeat that this is a complex procedure: this letter is my
interpretation of it, and T may nol have got it right in every detail, so please forgive me if
this proves the case. Please respond to the County Council and do contact me —
preferably by email — if you want any advice or help with your response.
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Christopher Lloyd Owen -
Member {or Necton & Launditch _
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